Lesson Plan: Fifth Sunday after Easter 5-17-2020
Welcome the child/children with the words “Christ is risen!” Prompt them to say, “He is risen
indeed.” Remind the child/children that this is the fifth Sunday of the Easter season.
Dance and sing the song, “I’ll Follow Jesus-Dance”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dx6RWOuF1M8&list=RDDx6RWOuF1M8&start_rad
io=1&t=0
REVIEW: Last week we learned about ten men who had a terrible skin disease that made it so
they had to live apart from their families and other people. They saw Jesus and his friends
walking toward them and called out to them.
ASK:
1. What did they say they wanted? (They wanted to be healed.)
2. Once Jesus healed them, what did Jesus tell them to do? (Jesus told them to tell the
priest they were healed so they could get permission to go home.)
3. Did they do as Jesus told them to do? (They all did, except one man.)
4. One man ran back to Jesus and what did he do? (He thanked Jesus.)
It’s important to remember to give thanks to God for the many gifts God gives to us.
DISCUSS: Last week you put up a poster with things you were thankful for. Did you or others
add to that poster during the past week?

This week we’ll hear a story about a tax collector.
Give each child and yourself ten crayons (or other countable items). Explain that those are their
money. The people have to pay a part of that money, in this case crayons, to the government or
ruler. Sometimes that money is used for things the people need, like roads and services.
SAY: “I will pretend to be the tax collector and I need to collect 4 crayons from each person to
give to the government/ruler.” Collect 4 crayons. Put 3 crayons in a pile for the ruler and add
the other crayons to your pile. (You had to pay 3 crayons too but you have 7 left.)
ASK
• How many crayons do you have left? (6)
• How many crayons does the tax collector have? (7 + 1 from each person).
• How do you feel that the tax was 3 crayons but the tax collector took 4 from you?
People didn’t like tax collectors. Explain that sometimes tax collectors were dishonest and took
money for themselves. Suggest that the tax collector worked for the ruler who often took part
of what little money that people had.
Today’s story is about a man named Zacchaeus who was a tax collector.
Read Luke 19:1-10 in the Bible or use the paraphrased story (Welcoming Zacchaeus).

Tell the child/children that you’re going to read the story again and as you do, you want them
to pay special attention to Jesus, Zacchaeus and the crowd and what each is feeling and
thinking. Read the Paraphrase story again with its I wonder questions.
ASK:
1. How did the crowd feel about Zacchaeus? (They didn’t like tax collectors.)
2. Why did Jesus call Zacchaeus down? (He wanted to eat with him and show that
everyone is worthwhile.)
3. What do you think Zacchaeus talked about at dinner?
4. Where is God’s grace in this story? (Jesus spoke to him and went to his house to eat.)

Jesus told Zacchaeus that he would come to Zacchaeus’ house. Wonder together who is being
hospitable and who is being welcomed. Suggest that being welcoming or hospitable is one way
we show God’s grace. Invite the children to talk about people who have been welcoming to
them. Wonder how we might show gratitude for such grace. During this time of quarantine,
discuss who the child would like to welcome first when it’s safe to do so.
ASK: What are some ways that we could welcome someone? (Brainstorm simple ways to
welcome someone and choose 2-3 you could act out.) Suggestions: give a hug (hug yourself),
say hello (shout hello and wave). Then sing the following song to the tune of “If You’re Happy
and You Know It” and do the agreed upon actions:
If you want to welcome others, go like this (action)
If you want to welcome others, go like this (action)
If you want to welcome others, so they’re your sisters and your brothers
If you want to welcome others, go like this. (action)
Wonder together how you would prepare for Jesus to come to your house. What foods would
you serve? What do you think Jesus might talk about? What would the neighbors say? What
questions would you have for Jesus? In what ways do you think your life and your family’s lives
would change after meeting Jesus?
Sing “God Loves You and I Love You” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKnv-nKABQE
Or choose “The Zacchaeus Song” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8GJXE7e5s0
Have some fun and put Zacchaeus in a tree. Tape The Zacchaus in the Tree picture to a wall. Cut
apart the Zacchaeus figures, and give a figure to each child to cut out and color. Provide tape
circles to put on the back of their Zacchaeus. Take turns blindfolding the children and letting
them tape their Zacchaeus figures in the tree.
CLOSING BLESSING: (__Name__), God welcomes you and calls you beloved. Go and welcome
others in Jesus’ name.

