Announcements

Children and youth are invited to Faith Formation class following the Passing
of the Peace. We also have a hugging room at the back of the sanctuary for
parents with young children to use as desired.

Advent poinsettias are available for dedication. Please sign up on the patio

following worship.

GOLETA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
DECEMBER 14, 2025
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

PRELUDE “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” Anna Laura Page
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Kevin Hildebrand
“‘Angels We Have Heard on High”  Christopher Uehlein, OSB

WELCOME MB/GPC
LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE

SONG OF PRAISE

Music/DANCE

CALL TO CONFESSION

There are two great equalizers among us. One is that we have all sinned and
fallen short of God’s glory. The other is that we are all now justified by God'’s
grace through the gift of Christ Jesus. Confident of both, let us admit where we
have fallen short and receive grace without limit.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

All: Holy and wonderful God, we confess that we have closed our eyes to
what you are doing. We prefer to concentrate on problems, bad news and
violence. When we do, we miss all the healing, freeing and helping you
accomplish in our world. We pass up opportunities to participate in your
Good News. We rob ourselves of so much joy. Forgive us and give us eyes
to see, ears to hear, minds to understand, and hearts to treasure your
mission in the world. Fill us with unquenchable joy at the coming of Jesus.

Amen.

*please rise in body or spirit



ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Leader: Brothers and Sisters: The angel told Joseph, “You are to name the baby
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” Believe the good news
of the gospel:
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Hallelujah! Amen.
CHOIR ANTHEM “Comfort, Comfort Now My People John Ferguson
Sandy Adams, clarinet
“Comfort, comfort now my people;
Tell of peace!” So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness

Mourning under sorrow’s load.

To God'’s people now proclaim
That God'’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;

God will reign in peace forever!

For the herald’s voice is crying
In the desert far and near,
Calling us to true repentance,

Since the Kingdom now is here.

Oh, thar warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet him,

And the hills bow down to greet him!

Straight shall be what long was crooked,
And the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble,

As befits his holy reign!

For the glory of the Lord
Now on earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That God'’s word is never broken.
PEACE OF CHRIST
Leader: May the Peace of Christ be with you
People: And also with you
HYMN OF PREPARATION #12 “People, Look East”
Verse 1
People look east the time is near, Of the crowning of the year
Make your house fair as you are able, Trim the hearth and set the table
People look east and sing today, Love the guest is on the way
Verse 2
Furrows be glad though earth is bare, One more seed is planted there
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, That in course the flower may flourish
People look east and sing today, Love the rose is on the way
Verse 3
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, Guard the nest that must be filled.
Even the hour when wings are frozen, God for fledging time has chosen.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way.

Verse 4

*please rise in body or spirit



Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim One more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather, Bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way.
Verse 5
Angels announce with shouts of mirth, Christ who brings new life to earth
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming, With the word the Lord is coming
People look east and sing today, Love the lord is on the way
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 1:46-55
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 4" and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; 4° for the Mighty One has done
great things for me, and holy is his name. %0 His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation. 3! He has shown strength with his arm; he has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. %2 He has brought down the
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry
with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 3 according to the promise he made to our
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
MESSAGE Pastor Oscar Rosales
SONG OF RESPONSE
OFFERING OURSELVES TO GoD  “Joy to the World” Christopher Uehlein, OSB
*DoxoLOGY Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God, above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*CLOSING SONG “Come Just as You Are”
Spirit Pulse Praise Band; Don Davis, Kris Warner, Janet Votaw,
Ann Lawler, Alison and Ernie Tamminga
*BENEDICTION MB/GPC

POSTLUDE “From Heaven Above to Earth | Come” Wilbur Held

*please rise in body or spirit



