Announcements

Children and youth are invited to Faith Formation class following the Passing
of the Peace. We also have a hugging room at the back of the sanctuary for
parents with young children to use as desired.

Christmas Gift Bags: This year GPC will provide 123 gift bags to infants and
children at the LEAP preschool. Thank you to those who have sponsored a
bag. Bags are still available to sponsor. Each bag is $25. A sponsorship table
will be on the patio November 30" and December 7.

LOG Christmas Party will be at the Takaya Home at 7:00p.m. on Saturday
December 6.

Joint MB/GPC Christmas Pot Luck will be on Sunday, December 14, 2025. In
Fellowship Hall at 11:00 a.m. after our service. Please bring your favorite dish

to share for 12 people.

GOLETA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
NoOVEMBER 30, 2025
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

PRELUDE “Carols for Advent” Gilbert Martin

“Watchman, Tell us of the Night”
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’

WELCOME Rev. Jim Pazan

LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Keep awake. Be ready.

People: For the Son of Man is coming.

Leader: Thanks be to God!

People: We will worship and prepare.

*HYMN OF PRAISE #420 “God of Grace and God of Glory”

Verse 1

God of grace and God of glory, on Thy people pour Thy pow'r;

crown Thine ancient church's story, bring her bud to glorious flow'r.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour.

Verse 2

Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways!

Fears and doubts too long have bound us, free our hearts to faith and praise.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

for the living of these days, for the living of these days.

*please rise in body or spirit



Verse 3
Set our feet on lofty places; gird our lives, that they may be
armored with all Christ-like graces in the fight to set men free.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
that we fail not man nor Thee! That we fail not man nor Thee!
CALL TO CONFESSION
Let us honestly examine our lives and our hearts before Christ comes. Let us turn
to God in prayer to confess our sins, first silently and then with the words printed
in the bulletin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All: Prince of Peace, the wars and rumors of wars betray our addiction to
violence, our destructive and dehumanizing ways. We deserve your
judgement and condemnation. Yet, you remain faithful, a steadfast source of
peace amid our warring madness. Holy God, turn us from evil. Return us to
Christ and his path of peace. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Leader: “Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new
life has begun.”
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Aleluiah, Amen.
CHOIR ANTHEM “Come to Us, O Promised One” Lloyd Larson
Come to us, O Promised One,
Fill our empty hearts with love.
Whisper to our longing hearts
Your words of hope from up above.

Come, as the prophets did foretell:

God with us, Emmanuel!

Come to us, O Counselor.
Bind each battered, broken heart.
Steady every stumbling step;
Heal each life that’s torn apart.
Come, as the prophets did foretell:

God with us, Emmanuel!

Come to us, O Prince of Peace,
Save us from our endless strife.
Teach us how to walk in love;

Lead us to abundant life.

Come to us, O Mighty God.
Come in love to save us all.
Wrap your strength in tenderness;
Lift us up each time we fall.
Come as the prophets did foretell:

God with us, Emmanuel!

Come to us, O Promised One.
Come to us, O Counselor.
Come to us, O Prince of Peace.
Come to us, O Mighty God.
God with us, Emmanuel!

PEACE OF CHRIST
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Leader: May the Peace of Christ be with you
People: And also with you
HYMN OF PREPARATION #9 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Verse 1
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.
Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
Verse 2
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death's dark shadows put to flight.
(Refrain)
Verse 3
O come, Desire of nations, bind All peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; Fill the whole world with heaven's peace.
(Refrain)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth

instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between

the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into

plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword

against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. ®> O house of Jacob, come,

let us walk in the light of the LORD!

MESSAGE “A World of Hopeful Expectation” Rev. Jim Pazan

HYMN OF RESPONSE #2 "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Verse 1

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's Strength and Consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart.

Verse 2

Born Thy people to deliver, Born a child and yet a King,

Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.

By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone;

Savior God, guide us by your Word and Spirit that we might hear your truth, heed By Thine all sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

your call and be prepared for Christ’'s coming this Christmas. Amen. OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD “People, Look East” Dale Wood
SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 *DoxoLoGY Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In Praise God, all creatures here below;
days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the Praise God, above, ye heavenly host;
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

*please rise in body or spirit



thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN #8 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
Verse 1
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, Behold, the King of glory waits;
The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here!
Verse 2
Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple, set apart
From earthly use for heaven's employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
Verse 3
Redeemer, come! | open wide My heart to Thee: here, Lord, abide.
Let me Thy inner presence feel; Thy grace and love in me reveal.
*BENEDICTION Rev. Jim Pazan
POSTLUDE “Sleepers, Wake! A Voice Astounds Us” Paul Manz

*please rise in body or spirit



